
 HISTORY CURRICULUM YEAR 1 & 2 

 AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

CYCLE A THEMES POWERFUL PEOPLE PENGUINS, PANDAS AND 

PARROTS 

HERE, THERE AND 

EVERYWHERE 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING 

Changes within living memory. 

Events beyond living memory which are 

significant nationally or globally. 

The lives of significant individuals in the 

past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements. 

Significant historical events, people and 

places in the pupils’ own locality. 

Events beyond living memory which are 

significant nationally or globally. 

 

Changes within living memory. 

 

Significant historical events, people and 

places in the pupils’ own locality. 

Changes within living memory. 

 

FOCI W.Churchill, WW2 and the Liverpool Blitz, 

E.Pankhurst and women’s suffrage, 

N.Armstrong and the first moon landing, 

G.Fawkes and the gunpowder plot, E.Musk’s 

achievements and future aspirations 

 

Animals which are now extinct. 

 

Comparing parents and grandparents 

memories of summers and winters 

Skelmersdale and Lathom. 

Comparing life then and now – past and 

present 

 

KEY VOCABULARY past, present, future, powerful, significant, 

Prime Minister, Britain, invade, defend, 

army, war, different, same, Liverpool, 

enemy, blitz, suffrage, women’s rights, 

voting, protest, equality, inventor, 

electricity, clean electricity, global warming, 

significant, technology, achievement, source 

past, extinct, extinction, endangered, 

human/natural causes, habitat, climate 

change, source 

past, local, village, town, population, human 

features, physical features, transport, 

mining, trade, change, government, Lathom 

House, civil war, siege, coal, disaster, source 

SIGNIFICANT 

PEOPLE 

W.Churchill, E.Pankhurst, N.Armstrong, 

E.Musk, G.Fawkes 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Darwin, Davis Attenborough  Oliver Cromwell, The Earl of Derby and the 

countess, King Charles  



CYCLE B THEMES KINGS AND QUEENS LONDON’S CALLING OUR WILD PLANET 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING 

Events beyond living memory which are 

significant nationally or globally. 

Events beyond living memory which are 

significant nationally or globally. 

Events beyond living memory which are 

significant nationally or globally. 

 

FOCI The Battle of Hastings 

Kings and Queens – castle life in Britain 

 

The Great Fire of London The dinosaur extinction project 

KEY VOCABULARY motte and bailey, square keep, round keep, 

concentric, moat, defend, attack, king, queen, 

peasants, knights, nobles, farmers, 

blacksmiths, past, change, improvements, 

evolve, source, tapestry, Normans, William 

the conqueror, Battle of Hastings, battle, 

weapons, soldiers 

 

past, source, useful, London, city, material, 

plague, rules, laws, bakery, king, change, 

impact, diary, fire insurance, brick, stone, 

orders, rewards, Cathedral, first person. 

past, extinct, research, interpret, decide, 

evidence, climate change, volcano, meteor, 

impact, effect, metazoic, Jurassic, 

Triassic, cretaceous period 

SIGNIFICANT 

PEOPLE 

William the Conqueror, King Harold   Samuel Pepys, Christopher Wren, King 

Charles II 

Ada Lovelace  

 


