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Hello 

We warmly welcome you to Cobbs Brow School. 
 

Your child is about to begin school and it is a really important and 
exciting time for you and for us.  This booklet has been written to 
answer some of your questions and help prepare both you and your 

child for school. 
 

Starting School 

We have one intake a year.  All children start in September be-
fore they are 5.  The children will all start on the same and time, 

however if you feel your child would benefit from  a staggered start 
please contact school to arrange.  The starting dates and names of 

class teachers will be given out at an induction meeting.   
 

Our aim 

Our aim is to ensure your  child’s transition from home to school is a 
happy one by providing a secure, safe, caring, friendly and  

stimulating environment.  We will provide opportunities for your 
child to develop confidence, independence and positive attitudes 

to school.  
 

Queries/Concerns 

If you have any queries or concerns please do not hesitate to 
 contact us.  We will be pleased to help or advise. 

 
Ian Eaton 

     Head teacher 
 01695 720632 

 
This booklet has been prepared for you to share with your child.  

Please see the school prospectus for more details.  



The Early Years  
At Cobbs Brow School our Early Years provision consists of: 

Tiny Acorns 2-3 Year old nursery 
Little Acorns morning nursery class (3-4 year olds) 

Little Acorns afternoon nursery class (3-4 year olds) 

2 classes of Reception children 
 

Your child will go into Infant 1 or 2, one of the Reception classes. 
 

 The Reception Staff Team:  

Miss Paula Sharples  
Reception Teacher 

Infant One 
Early Years Leader 

Miss Harrison 

Our Reception  
Teaching Assistants 

Miss Ward 
Reception Teacher 

Infant Two 

Mrs Bishop Mrs Whittle 



In school you will meet... 

Mr Eaton 
Head teacher  

Mrs Lisa Pugh  
 Deputy Head  

Teachers: 
 
KS1 
Infant 3—Mrs Burns 
Infant 4—Miss Williamson 
Infant 5—Mrs Barrett 
Year 1—Mrs Quirk 
KS2 
Junior 1—Mr Jennings 
Junior 2—Mr Roberts 
Junior 3—Miss Jones 
Junior 4—Mrs Pugh 
Junior 5—Miss Spencer 
Year 4 Group—Mr Carter 

We have lots of teaching as-
sistants who support children  

throughout the school.  



On the First Day at 
School 

When you bring your child for the first day at school you are  
welcome to come into class and help them hang their coat up and 
even take a photo of your own child. 
 
Don’t worry if you feel anxious about leaving your child on their 
first day.  We will take good care of them. Talk to your child and re-
assure them that you will be coming back!  
 
Parents should help their child find their peg, and are welcome to 
bring their child into the classroom.  For the first 2 days, children 
can play in the classroom with their parent.  When your child is set-
tled say goodbye, and it is easier for your child if you then leave 
straight away.   We will let you know if your child has not settled.   
 
We want your child to have a happy successful start to their school 
life.  If you have any questions or concerns speak to the class 
teacher at the end of the day or arrange an appointment with the 
school office staff.  
 
Relax and enjoy this exciting step in your child’s life!  



Attendance 

It is important to help your child settle into school life by making 
sure that they attend school every day and arrive on time.  If your 
child is ill and cannot attend, it is important that you let school 
know on the first day of absence by telephone or letter.  
 
Appointments should be made outside of school session times  
wherever possible.  School understands that there may be times 
when you need to take your child for an emergency appointment, 
but generally children should not miss school sessions due to  
appointments.  
 
Absences may be authorised—when school has agreed with the 
 reason for absence or unauthorised—school has not agreed with 
the reason for absence, or have not been given a reason.  Your 
child’s absence is monitored throughout the year and parents are 
notified of excessive absences and lateness.  
 
Holidays and extended leave should not be taken during school holi-
days.  If there is a reason you have to go in term time, you need to 
ask permission from school at least 6 weeks before booking flights 
or making arrangements—an appointment must be made to see the 
Head teacher. 
A head teacher can no longer authorise holidays in term time. The 
absence will be recorded as unauthorised and may result in a fixed 
penalty being issued. 



School Routines 
Autumn Term 2020 

The Foundation Stage entrance door will be open from 8:50am. 
 
We begin school at 8.55am so children should have arrived by this 
time.  
 
The Foundation Stage staff will welcome you and your child and be 
on hand to help and give support. The class teachers will stand on 
the doors and the Teaching Assistants will be in the classroom help-
ing to settle your child at an activity. 
 
Please bring your child to the cloakroom door and let them hang up 
their coat, put their lunch box on the shelf, and their blue bag in 
the red box.  Encourage them to do this themselves.  
 
We will take your child into class where there will be activities for 
them to settle down to.  We will support them in quietly settling to 
an activity.   
 
Our lunchtime is 11.50am till 12:50 pm in the school hall with the 
rest of our KS1 pupils.  Initially we will take Reception class in first 
so they are not overwhelmed. 
 
Children are to be collected from their classroom doors leading onto 
the Reception garden at 3:00pm.  



Lunch time 

School Lunches 
At lunch time your child will be provided with a meal free of charge. 
Staying at school offers many social opportunities and the chance to 
taste a wide variety of foods. 
 
A typical menu for lunch will be given to you.  Children are  
presented with a variety of healthy choices.  You can support 
your child by encouraging them to try and make healthy 
choices at home.  If your child has a food allergy then please inform 
the cook in  
writing so that she can make alternative arrangements. 
 
The children are supported at lunch time by our team of  
experienced welfare staff, who help them to cut their food, eat 
with good manners and encourage them to eat.  You may find that 
your child is not eating very much at lunch time and this is often  
because they are eager to go and play outside with their friends.  
We monitor the children at lunchtimes and will let you know if there 
is a problem, but if you have any worries or concerns yourself then 
do speak to the class teacher. 
 
The children play outside at lunchtime.  As this is often a longer 
session than playtime we have equipment for the children to play 
with, and the welfare staff and playground leaders organise games, 
as well as a weekly disco outside.  Junior children ( buddies) help to 
make sure all of our children are enjoying their playtime.  
 
  



 
Pupil Premium 

 
Over the last few years the government has given funding to 
schools called Pupil Premium. This money is to help children in school 
to do their very best. The Pupil Premium Grant needs to be claimed 
by parents/carers if they are in receipt of certain benefits and we 
urge you to claim for this from Lancashire County Council 
(www.lancashire.gov.uk and search for ‘pupil premium’) 
if you are eligible, to support your child. Further details are  
available from the school office. 
 
 

School Milk 
 
Milk is available for infant children.   Payment is made at the begin-
ning of each term and costs £8.00. 
Milk is Free to children eligible for Pupil Premium and for children 
until they turn 5 years old.  Cheques are made payable to Lancashire 
County Council.  
 

Fruit 
 
All children in the infants are entitled to free fruit each day. We 
encourage the children to try a wide variety of fruits, for example, 
apples, bananas, raisins, tomatoes and pears. Please inform staff if 
your child has an allergies to fruit. 

 
Water 

Children need to bring a bottle of water, clearly labelled with your 
child’s name each day to energise the brain for learning.   



School Uniform 

We like our children at Cobbs Brow to wear a school uniform.   
A uniform helps to create a purposeful working atmosphere.  
 
The school colour is navy blue: 
• Navy sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan 
• Navy pinafore, skirt or trousers 
• White blouse, shirt with tie or pale blue or white polo shirt 
• Black school shoes not trainers.  
 
As a summer alternative the children may wear:  
• Blue and white check or stripe dress 
• Navy or grey school shorts  
 
Round neck sweatshirts, polo shirts, t shirts, ties and pump 
bags are available from the school office.  Payment is re-
quired with the  
order. 
 
In PE the children need black slip on pumps, navy shorts and white ‘t’ 
shirts.  Please leave PE kits in school in a named pump bag.  
 
Most Importantly: 
 
ALL CLOTHING MUST BE LABELLED CLEARLY WITH YOUR 
CHILD’S FULL NAME! 



Helpful Notes 

If your child is sick or unable to attend school, please inform the 
office by telephone or in writing on the first day of absence.   
Attendance and absences are monitored closely by our Attendance 
Officer, Mrs Baxter. 
 
Please name ALL items of clothing especially coats, jumpers,  
trousers, skirts and footwear.  
 
Slip on pumps (not trainers), navy shorts and white t shirts are  
required for PE.  Children leave their PE kit in school in a pump bag.  
They are sent home to be washed.  No jewellery is worn in the les-
sons for safety reasons.  
 
A spare pair of Wellington boots is needed in school at all times so 
that children can play outside in all weathers.  Please label these 
with the name inside.   
 
An extra pair of socks kept in your child’s pump bag is ideal for wet 
days.  A pair of knickers / underpants may be useful for the  
occasional accident.   
 
We have no time to eat sweets.  Please do not bring money, sweets 
or valuables to school.  We cannot guarantee their safety.  
 
Free fruit is offered daily.  
 
Milk is offered at £8.00 a term.  Fruit is available daily at no cost.  
We would like all children to have access to water through- out 
the day.  Please send in a bottle of water every day.  Please let 
us know if your child has a dietary requirement or has 
an allergy to foods.  



Please inform us if your child requires an inhaler with a letter out-
lining the child’s needs.  We do not administer medicine unless it is 
prescribed by the doctor and you have completed the appropriate 
forms at the school office to allow us to do so.  
 
Please do not buy your child a school bag.  School provides the first 
school bag.  Inside the bag will be a home school diary and regular 
newsletters.  Please check this each evening.  
 
 



 
The Foundation Stage  

 
 
It is important to remember that your child’s first year at school is 
a continuation of a stage that they have begun called the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.   Many of the activities your child  
encounters at school will be similar to those at their nursery /  
pre school setting.  
 

What can I expect my child to be doing at school?  
 

The following are typical of what you might expect to see children 
doing in the foundation classrooms: 

 
• Having fun 
• Making friends and learning how to share 
• Making decisions 
• Learning to be independent 
• Being involved in many different activities 
• Talking about all the things they do and think 
• Choosing their own activities 
• Learning both indoors and outdoor 
• Sometimes working with an adult who directs the activ- ity 
• Playing with adults who help them to learn 
• Helping to make a mess and helping to tidy up  
 



 
The Curriculum for the Early 

Years Foundation Stage Children 
 
Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 
demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of learning and 
development.  
 
Children should develop the 3 prime areas first. These are:  
• Communication and language;  

• Physical development; and  

• Personal, social and emotional development.  

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy 
development and future learning.  
 
As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 
4 specific areas. These are:  
• Literacy;  

• Mathematics;  

• Understanding the world; and 

• Expressive arts and design.  

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. 
The professionals teaching and supporting your child will make sure 
that the activities are suited to your child’s unique needs. The cur-
riculum is designed to be really flexible so that staff can follow 
your child's unique needs and interests. Please keep us informed 
about your child’s interests and what they  have been doing. 

Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, 
and through creative and critical thinking which takes place both in-
doors and outside. 



 
How do I prepare my child for  

Physical Development sessions? 
 

 
 
 

During a school week, your child will have two PE lessons.  You can 
prepare your child by: 
• Encouraging your child to dress and undress themselves. 
• Introduce games that involve taking off/on and fastening 

clothes and shoes.  
• Buying shoes your child can fasten 
• Put your child’s name on everything. 
• Encourage your child to put their clothes together when they 

remove them.  This is a good game to play at bedtime.  
 
 
 



What you can do at school 
 

 

Painting and Drawing 

Water Play 
Role  Play 

PE Read  Stories 

Sing 
Dig 

Computer 

Dance 

Dress Up and 
lots more! 



What you can do at school 
 

Family Learning and Workshops 
During the year you will be invited to various activities where you 
will learn with your child in school or find out about how to support  
your child at home.  Look out for these sessions in news letters.  
 

Friends of Cobbs Brow 
We have a flourishing Friends of Cobbs Brow who regularly hold 
events to raise money for the school.  If you are interested in being 
involved please let me know as the group is keen for new members to 
join.  We welcome new members.  
 

Clubs 
 

Cobbs Brow Acorns Out of School Club  
Breakfast club opens at 7.55 am until 9.00 am 
After school club opens at 3.10pm—6.00pm  
 
We are Ofsted registered and employ well qualified staff. We  
recently gained “outstanding” from our Ofsted inspection.  
The room is safe, secure and well resourced. Please collect a leaflet 
if you are interested.  

 
There will be other clubs available for your child to join in   
September.  More information will be sent out later.  



 

 

 

 

We hope this information booklet has been of help and 

interest to you.  We are sure it has given you an  

insight to the things we aim to achieve in school.  

 

We look forward to beginning our seven year  

partnership with you.  Remember we operate an open 

door policy and if you would like to speak to us please 

come to see us at any time.  

 

 

Paula Sharples and Hannah Ward 

Reception Class Teachers 

 

Ian Eaton 

Head Teacher  


