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Cobbs Brow School Special Educational Needs Information Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OVERVIEW 

Cobbs Brow is a mainstream primary school and we admit pupils from age 2 to 11.  We 

have one and a half form entry. 

Cobbs Brow is proud to be an inclusive school.  This is achieved by including all learners, 

setting suitable learning challenges, responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs and 

overcoming potential barriers to learning for individuals and groups of pupils. 

Our most recent inspection was in July 2014 and we were rated as ‘Outstanding’. The 

full report can be downloaded from Ofsted’s website, please click the following link for 

further information. http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-

report/provider/ELS/119329 

Tiny and Little Acorns nurseries were inspected by Ofsted in June 2015 and were 

rated as ‘Outstanding’ – to see the full report please follow the link below –  

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-

report/provider/CARE/EY338489  

How does school ensure that children who need extra help are identified early?  

Children are identified as having special educational needs through a variety of ways 

including the following:-  

• Child performing significantly below age expected levels  

• Concerns raised by parent  

Cobbs Brow Mission Statement 

Cobbs Brow School provides a happy, secure and friendly learning environment where every 

child matters. 

Staff, governors and parents work in partnership engaging and motivating children to enjoy 

learning and achieve their full potential.  

Everyone is valued and nurtured to develop as successful, confident and responsible citizens 

gaining life-long learning skills and a strong sense of community.  

http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/119329
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/119329
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/CARE/EY338489
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/CARE/EY338489
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• Concerns raised by teacher, for example behaviour or self-esteem is affecting 

performance  

• Consultations between class teachers and members of the leadership team where 

progress data is discussed.  

• Liaison with external agencies e.g. Educational Psychology Service, Speech and 

language therapy service, Early Prevention team 

• Health diagnosis through a health professional such as a paediatrician, speech and 

language therapist, CAMHS (child and adolescent mental health service). 

• Liaison with previous school or setting, if applicable. 

 

What should a parent do if they think their child may have special educational 

needs?  

We have an open door policy and welcome parents to discuss any concerns with regards 

to their children. In the first instance contact your child’s class teacher. If you still 

have concerns you can contact the SENCO – Mrs M Mussell or the Headteacher – Mr I 

Eaton.  We pride ourselves on building positive relationships with parents. We are open 

and honest with parents and hope that they are able to do the same with us.  Mrs 

Mussell holds the National SENCO Award.  

 

ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSION 

 Here at Cobbs Brow Primary School we provide support for children across the 4 

areas of need as outlined in the SEN Code of Practice 2014:  

 Communication and Interaction  

 Cognition and Learning  

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties  

 Sensory and/or physical needs 

 A new junior building was added to the school 10 years ago and there was 

refurbishment of the old school building in 2006 ensuring the building is accessible 

for all. 

 The single level school is fully wheelchair accessible from all entrances and all 

doorways are wide enough to accommodate wheelchairs. 

 Doorways are painted in contrasting colours to aid visually impaired members of the 

community. 
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 Pathways have been resurfaced to ensure safe access for all pupils. 

 There is a parking space available for disabled persons in the car park and a 

disabled toilet is available for wheelchair users if the need should arise. 

 Some pupil toilets are fitted with handrails to support children with physical needs. 

 Information is available on the school website and two noticeboards in addition to 

parents receiving regular newsletters. 

 Furniture is modern and of a suitable height appropriate to the age group of 

children being taught in that classroom. Some tables and chairs can have their 

height adjusted according to the child’s needs. 

 The school has a range of ICT programmes for pupils with SEN in addition to i-pads, 

netbooks, headphones, computers and interactive whiteboards installed in every 

classroom. 

 Resources for SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilty) are stored in a 

central area fully accessible for all staff to use. 

 Visual timetables are used and resources are clearly labelled with text and pictures. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

 School follows the graduated response of assess, plan, do, review when catering for 

SEN pupils.  

 The school has embedded practices for ‘Early Identification’ of children’s additional 

needs (see SEN policy) 

 School works closely with parents and outside agencies to ensure needs are 

accurately identified and effectively met.  

 We have close links with the main feeder nurseries – Tiny Acorns for 2 year old 

children and Little Acorns for 3 year old children - to ensure a smooth transition 

and accurate provision is in place on entry to Reception.  

 Teachers inform the SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) and 

Headteacher at the earliest opportunity if they have concerns and a meeting is held 

with parents.  

 Pupils are closely tracked and monitored so that gaps in learning and development 

are quickly identified.  

 The SENCO works closely with parents and teachers to plan an appropriate 

programme of intervention and support.  

 High quality first teaching is provided in class. This is supported by skilled teaching 

assistants in each class who are assigned to support children with additional needs 

through a targeted plan.  

 Teachers plan for differentiation and ensure that different learning styles are 

catered for.  
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 Children have specific success criteria to scaffold their learning to help them work 

independently.  

 Additional teachers are employed in a morning to reduce class sizes for English and 

Maths across the school.  

 When appropriate, school buys in the services of outreach support who support our 

identified children, make formal assessments and recommend strategies for school 

to use.  

 School employs the services of a Speech and Language therapist from St John’s 

children’s centre who works in school one day a week to assess and work with 

identified pupils.  School also close links with the speech and language therapy 

service. 

 Identified staff have had training for specific programmes such as Talk Boost and 

Sounds Write and the SENCO has delivered training for strategies to use for 

children with autism and dyslexia.  

 Specific teachers and teaching assistants are trained to deliver social stories, 

ECAR (Every Child a reader), better reading, ECC (every child counts), overcoming 

barriers for maths.  

 In the case of children with HI (Hearing Impaired), VI (Visually Impaired) or 

medical needs specialist support, equipment and training is provided by SEND, NHS 

(Diabetes Nurse, epilepsy nurse etc…).  

 Staff have received First Aid, asthma and Epipen training and this is updated 

annually.  

 The SENCO has the SENCO award and attends regular LCC and local SENCO 

cluster groups.  

 The SEN provision map (a plan to ensure all children’s needs are catered for) 

records the type of intervention a pupil is receiving, the duration, pupils’ progress 

throughout the school and records how much progress individuals make following 

interventions.  

 The Lancashire Tracker (a tool for monitoring attainment and progress) also tracks 

progress and provides data monitoring for pupils receiving the Pupil Premium as well 

as pupils with SEN.  Some pupils will be assessed using PIVATs – a system where 

targets are broken down into smaller, more achievable steps.  

REVIEWING AND EVALUATING OUTCOMES 

 Parents contribute and take part in Annual Reviews for statemented pupils and 

those with EHCPs and receive copies of all relevant paperwork concerning their 

child. Pupils are also asked to make a contribution to the review and the outside 

agencies are invited to contribute and attend the meeting.  
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 Targeted plans/ IEPs (Individual Education Plans) are monitored weekly against 

targets which are reviewed and changed as appropriate. Targeted plans are formally 

reviewed and shared with parents 3 times’ a year.  

 The school operates an ‘Open Door’ policy with regards to any concerns a parent 

may have and this is dealt with quickly and effectively.  

 Signposting and meetings with outside agencies and parents are arranged by school 

to support the family when required.  

 Pupils’ progress is monitored and tracked throughout the school and pupils with SEN 

and pupil premium pupils are monitored also on the Provision Map and internal 

tracking systems.  

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE 

 School has a Designated Senior Lead (Safeguarding) and Deputy 

 The Head Teacher and SENCO carry out Risk Assessments where necessary before 

a child begins school and these are reviewed to meet the child’s needs.  

 Advice is sought from outside agencies eg, school nurse, physiotherapist etc to 

ensure the safety of identified pupils.  

 The EVC (Educational Visits Co-ordinator) carries out a risk assessment for all 

educational visits.  

 If required, a handover is carried out by the SSA (Special Support Assistant), a 

T.A (Teaching Assistant) or class teacher to the appropriate parent/carer.  

 Additional teaching or welfare assistants are employed to supervise one to one in 

the dinner hall, playground and over breaks as identified on the risk assessment.  

 Staff are deployed to meet the needs of the child for eg: a child with physical 

difficulties would have support during PE lessons and school visits.  

 Arrangements are made to ensure children are supervised at all times outside the 

classroom.  

 Support is available in every class but some classes have additional adult support 

deployed. This is monitored and reviewed on a needs basis to give flexibility.  

 Parents can access the Anti-Bullying Policy on request. 

HEALTH INCLUDING EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 

 Parents complete medical forms stating name of medication, details of dosage and 

frequency and sign to grant authorisation to the school to administer to medicine to 

their child.  

 All medicine administration is recorded in the medicine file.  

 CAMHS referrals are made when appropriate using agreed pathways.  

 Pupils with medical needs are referred via the 0 to 19 team using the agreed 

pathway. 
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 Care plans are initially written by the school nurse in conjunction with parents and 

the SENCO and these are passed on to the relevant Class Teacher, breakfast and 

after school clubs. A copy is kept in the office and the master copy is kept with the 

SEN records.  

 Children with medical needs have their photograph displayed and the need 

described in the class register and in the staff room so that all stakeholders are 

notified.  

 All support and teaching staff are kept regularly up to date with First Aid Training 

to ensure staff are familiar with what action to take in the event of an emergency.  

 In the case of a medical emergency 999 would be called (details of condition would 

be given- available in the office) and at the same time first aid administered and 

parents contacted.  All staff receive first aid training annually.  

 

COMMUNICATION WITH PARENTS 

 Induction meetings introduce key staff to parents and informs them who to contact 

if they have concerns. 

 The website contains details of all staff currently employed by the school and the 

School Prospectus also provides this information.  

 The School operates an ‘Open Door’ policy and has 2 parent evenings a year to 

provide opportunities for parents to discuss the progress of their child. A parent 

questionnaire is also provided for parents to record their views and suggestions at 

each of these evenings.  

 Regular newsletters invite parents to make suggestions for school improvement.  

 An annual written report is sent home at the end of the summer term with an 

invitation to discuss with the teacher. 

 ‘Open Days’ are offered in October and November for new parents to the school 

and appointments can be made by prospective parents to view the school 

individually.  

 The SENCO is available at the start of and end of each day. 

 Parents are invited to attend a variety of workshops to help them support their 

child’s learning.  

 All children have access to ‘Active-learn’ which gives them access to home learning.  

WORKING TOGETHER 

 There is a democratically elected School Council  for pupils to contribute their own 

views.  Two pupils also represent Cobbs Brow at our local Pupil Parliament.  
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 Staff value children’s ideas and suggestions and the curriculum is built around their 

interests.  

 Fundamental British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty and mutual 

respect and tolerance are threaded through the curriculum and the life of the 

school.  

 Circle time, PSHE lessons and assemblies offer opportunities for pupils to share 

their views.  

 Parents have opportunity to discuss their views about their child at Parents’ 

Evenings, Annual Reviews, IEP reviews, CAF/TAF meetings and can speak to 

members of staff or headteacher on request.  

 The SENCO is available at parents’ evenings to discuss any queries or concerns.  

 School endeavours to speak to parents immediately or at the next convenient 

opportunity.  

 Infant staff are available each morning at the cloakroom door and at the bottom of 

the path after school.  

 Junior staff are available on the playground each morning or down the path after 

school.  

 Parents can become involved in the life of the school through the PFA (Parents 

Friends Association), school events and by becoming a governor.  

 Parents are invited to attend workshops and participate in the children’s learning 

throughout the year eg, supporting your child with phonics, English and Maths 

workshops.  

 Governor’s request an SEN annual report from the SENCO so that they are 

informed of SEN throughout school.  

 The SENCO liaises with and reports to the SEN governor.  

 The home school agreement would be discussed with SEND parents and reasonable 

adjustments would be made if applicable. 

HELP AND SUPPORT AVAILABLE FOR THE FAMILY 

 School employs an attendance office (Mrs Baxter) who will support families to 

ensure children achieve good attendance.   

 Where a multi-agency approach is required, the SENCO will work with parents to 

complete a CAF (common assessment framework) form and organsie a subsequent 

TAF (team around the family) meeting, inviting all relevant agencies.  From this 

meeting, an action plan will be devised to help meet the needs of the family.   

 The office staff provide help with the completion of forms when required or 

requested.  

 The school signposts and refers parents to the SENDIAS (SEN information and 

advice service) and other agencies. http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/help-for-parents-and-carers/information-advice-and-support.aspx
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education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/help-for-parents-and-

carers/information-advice-and-support.aspx  

 There is an indoor and outdoor notice board which contains additional information 

of upcoming events or general useful information e.g. School nurse Drop in Centres 

eg speech and language etc.  

 The FIND newsletter is published on the school’s website.  

 Information is sent directly to parents of identified SEN children.  

 Parents can receive information about e-safety, support services, English and Maths 

workshops, learning in school sessions, induction sessions, homework and information 

through the Moodle (electric learning platform).  

 This can be provided by consultants and advisory teachers, school staff, inclusion 

service, Parent partnership.  

 Signposting to the local Children’s Centre for services and activities and the school 

nurse is provided by the school.  

TRANSITION TO SECONDARY SCHOOL 

 Each year pupils visit their forthcoming Secondary School for taster sessions and 

also Secondary Teachers from the Local Schools visit and discuss the needs of 

pupils to help ease the transition from Year 6 to Year 7.  

 High school open evening dates are notified to the parents.  

 Liaison days take place for year 5 pupils to visit all local high schools. 

 Class teachers and teaching assistants prepare children for high school through 

PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) and sessions and social stories with 

opportunities to discuss questions the children may have.  

 Additional visits can be organised for SEN pupils when appropriate and summer 

school sessions can be offered (depending on the high school). 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 School offers breakfast and after school club to all pupils in term time. 

 Holiday care can be provided by SHARES. (consortium of local primary schools)  

 There are opportunities for pupils to take part in a weekly Music lessons (piano and 

guitar) dance, judo and drama at a fee.  

 Other instrumental tuition can be provided by Lancashire Music Service on request.  

 In addition, pupils can take part in:  football, netball, ICT, games club, science club, 

choir, art club, sewing club, story club, Chinese club and film club.  

 Through links with the Sports Partnership organisation, pupils are offered Invasion 

games,  net and wall, gym, athletics, fielding and striking clubs. These are all free of 

charge and are offered on a rolling programme.  

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/help-for-parents-and-carers/information-advice-and-support.aspx
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/help-for-parents-and-carers/information-advice-and-support.aspx
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 All year 5 children work towards the play maker award and a buddy & play leader 

system operates on the infant playground at lunchtime.  

 Play equipment is available for pupils to use and music is played to encourage 

movement. 

Lancashire County Councils Local Offer can be found on their website. Please see 

attached link: http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-

educational-needs-and-disabilities.aspx  

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities.aspx
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities.aspx

