
 RE CURRICULUM YEAR 5&6 

CYCLE A THEMES Holes A Cobbs Brow Guide to the 

Galaxy 

Ancient Greece 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING 

Sikhism. What is a good life well lived? 

Christianity. How do Christians mark 

‘turning points’ on the journey of life? 

Christianity. Why do Christians believe 

Good Friday is ‘good’? 

Judaism. How do religions make the 

‘signposts’ and the ‘turning points’ on the 

journey through life? 

 

Christianity. If life is like a journey, 

what’s the destination? 

Islam. What is Hajj and why is it 

important to Muslims? 

FOCI 

In what way is life like 

a journey? 

 

This unit enables pupils to examine principles 

for living and the ways one can be supported 

in following them.  The content focus is on 

God, Equality and the Khalsa Panth.  

Opportunities are provided to explore the role 

of the Khalsa Panth and three important 

dimensions for Sikh living in striving to 

achieve Mukti. 

 

This unit enables pupils to explore the church 

as a community of believers and to examine 

how rites of passage reflect their 

commitment and relationship with God. The 

focus is on ‘is life like a journey’ so through 

this unit students will analyse beliefs, 

teachings and values and how they are linked 

by exploring the key sacraments in a 

Christian’s life. They should consider different 

dominations reflecting upon the importance of 

child baptism, confirmation and adult baptism. 

This can then be developed by students 

demonstrating a self-awareness of their own 

personal development by considering their own 

life journey and the changes they will make as 

they make as they progress through life 

This unit enables pupils to explore the events 

of Holy Week and Easter Sunday in the 

Christian religion.  This builds on their prior 

knowledge of Lent, the Easter Story and the 

concept of Jesus’ sacrifice.  They will focus on 

Christian beliefs about suffering and how 

these are responded to and commemorated 

through the events of Holy Week.  Through 

study of Eucharist in different denominations, 

pupils will identify how Christians view the 

death and resurrection of Jesus as a source 

of guidance and comfort.  They should have 

opportunities to reflect on whether suffering 

can make a person stronger and who or what 

they can turn to when facing difficulties. 

 

This unit enables pupils to examine events 

that celebrate stages of life.  The content 

focus includes God, The Torah and The People 

and The Land. Opportunities are provided to 

explore the celebration of Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

and the responsibilities linked to these. Pupils 

are encouraged to consider their increasing 

responsibilities. 

This unit enables pupils to explore what it is 

that Christians believe gives their lives 

purpose and meaning.  This builds on their 

prior learning about how Christians are 

guided to live.  Pupils will learn about the 

effect that belief in salvation brought about 

by Jesus’ death and resurrection has.  They 

will discover how the act of confessing sins 

and seeking reconciliation and forgiveness 

restores relationships with others and with 

God in the eyes of the believer, leading to 

faith in life after death.  Pupils should have 

opportunities to reflect on the importance of 

forgiveness to them. 

 

This unit enables pupils to explore the Five 

Pillars of Islam and how these beliefs and 

values impact on the life of a Muslim. Pupils 

should have opportunities to deepen their 

understanding by considering the pilgrimage 

to Mecca and completing Hajj. They should 

explore what is means to be a Hajji, reflecting 

on the personal journey a Muslim will make 

both physically and spiritually. They should be 

able to explain how a journey might change 

someone even after the journey itself is over. 



Pupils will also consider their own life 

experiences and suggest how their lives have 

changed. They should consider the challenges 

that people may face during the journey of 

life and the support that may be needed as 

they move through their own life journey. 

KEY VOCABULARY Sikh, Sikhism, Khalsa Panth, Nam Japna, 

Kirat Karni and Vand Chakna, Mukti 

 

Christian, church, community, believer, 

sacrament, baptism, confirmation,  

Christianity, Good Friday, Lent, 

Eucharist, sacrifice, Holy Week 

 

Judaism, Jewish, God, Torah, Bar 

Mitzvah, responibility 

Christianity, salvation, resurrection, 

reconciliation, forgiveness, confession 

 

Islam, Muslim, Five Pillars of islam, 

pilgrimage, Mecca, Hajj 

CYCLE B THEMES Crime and Punishment Pole to Pole Central America-Mexico 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING 

Hinduism. What might Hindus learn from 

stories about Krishna? 

Christianity. Why is it sometimes difficult 

to do the ‘right thing’? 

Sikhism. Why do people follow sacred 

books? 

Christianity. What do we mean by a 

miracle? 

Islam. Should religious teachings affect 

our world today? 

Christianity. How do people decide what to 

believe? 

FOCI 

Where can people find 

guidance on how to live 

their lives? 

This unit enables pupils to examine how Hindu 

truths are transmitted using stories from 

revered literature.  The focus includes 

Brahman, The Trimurti, Avatar, Moksha, 

Dharma, Yoga and Scriptures.  Opportunities 

are provided for pupils to explore some forms 

of Hindu literature and the beliefs and 

practices associated with a key story.  Pupils 

are encouraged to consider whether there are 

links between the ‘truths’ and values 

revealed in the story and events in their lives. 

 

The focus is on ‘purpose’ as explored in 

daily life and as revealed in the events of 

the Christmas story and the fulfilment 

of God’s covenant.  Opportunities are 

provided for pupils to reflect on and 

respond to issues of purpose in their lives. 

 

This curriculum unit focuses on the Guru 

Granth Sahib as encountered in the context 

of the home or the Gurdwara. The unit 

explores Sikh beliefs about God and the 

Gurus in relation to the Guru Granth Sahib 

and to its place and significance in a Sikh way 

of life. 

Opportunities are provided for pupils to 

explore key concepts associated with the 

Guru Granth Sahib, such as authority 

inspiration and guidance, in relation to their 

own experiences and to the experiences of 

others. 

 

The focus is on ‘revelation’, enabling pupils to 

see how the Bible’s stories of Jesus’ life and 

teaching are, for Christian people, the 

revelation of the truth about God and human 

life. Pupils will be enabled to begin to 

understand the place of the Bible, and 

especially the Gospels, in Christian life and 

faith, and to think for themselves about 

This unit enables pupils to examine the 

status and role of the Qur’an.  The focus is 

on Tawhid, Iman, Ibadah and Akhlaq.  

Opportunities are provided for pupils to 

consider how the Qur’an supports daily life.  

Pupils are encouraged to make links with 

issues of decision making and guidance in their 

lives. 

 

The focus is the place of sacred books and 

literature in enlightening and supporting the 

Christian fellowship.  Opportunities are 

provided to consider how people acquire 

authority and the authority and purpose of 

The Bible.  Pupils will reflect on sources and 

forms of authority in their lives and how 

these guide their actions.  

 



questions of revelation, authority, truth and 

meaning. Pupils are encouraged to consider 

what can be learned from Christianity with 

reference to their own experiences, beliefs and 

values. The idea of ‘sacred words’ is used to 

help pupils focus on their learning. 

 

KEY VOCABULARY Induism, Hindu, Brahman, Trimurti, 

Avatar, Moksha, Dharma, yoga, 

scriptures 

 

Christian, God, covenant, purpose, 

fulfilment 

Sikhism, Sikh, Guru, inspirations, guidance 

 

Christian, Bible, Jesus, Gospel, revelation, 

sacred 

Islam, Muslim, Tawhid, Iman, Ibadah 

and Akhlaq, Qur’ an 

 

Christian. Sacred, fellowship, Bible, 

authority 

 


