
 RE CURRICULUM YEAR 3&4 

CYCLE A THEMES Life in Liverpool The Rock Days Italy 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING 

Judaism. What qualities make a 

good leader? 

Christianity – God. How (and 

why) have some people served 

God? 

Sikhism- What qualities make a 

good leader? 

Christianity – Jesus. What does it 

mean to be a disciple of Jesus? 

Islam. Why is the prophet 

Mohammed an example for 

Muslims? 

 Christianity – Church. What do 

Christians mean by the ‘Holy 

Spirit’? 

FOCI 

Who should we follow? 

This unit enables pupils to examine the 

relationship between God and the Jewish 

people as exemplified in Jewish leaders.  The 

content focus includes God, Torah and The 

People and the Land.  Opportunities are 

provided to explore the leadership of Moses 

and the events of the Exodus.  Pupils are 

encouraged to apply the issues studied to 

examples and qualities of leadership in their 

lives. 

 

This unit enables pupils to explore Christian 

teachings and examples of people who have 

followed the word of God. They will 

investigate the prophets of the Old 

Testament and consider why these people 

chose to listen to God and how they put their 

beliefs into action. Pupils will also explore ways 

in which Christians today might follow God’s 

word and live a life of service – serving God 

and the community. They might look at 

inspiring Christians such as Dr Barnardo, 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, William Booth and 

the work of the Salvation Army. 

This unit enables pupils to examine the 

founding of the Sikh tradition and some of its 

spiritual leaders.  The content focus is on 

God, The Gurus and The Guru Granth Sahib.  

Opportunities are provided for pupils to 

explore the example of Guru Nanak and the 

significance of the Guru Granth Sahib and to 

relate these to persons and values that are 

important to their lives. 

 

This unit enables pupils to explore what it 

means to be a follower of Jesus – both at 

the time of Jesus and today.  References 

should be made to previous learning about 

Jesus – ie. That Jesus is special to 

Christians and is described as a ‘light to the 

world’, someone who brought hope to the 

world. This may be a good opportunity to 

introduce the work Messiah when talking 

about why some people at the time decided to 

devote their lives to following Jesus. This 

should then lead into an exploration of how 

Christians today might try to follow the 

example and teachings of Jesus – What does 

it mean to be a true follower? 

 

This unit enables pupils to explore and 

examine the origins of Islam. The focus is on 

founders and leaders, using stories and 

teachings to identify how the values 

contained within them can inspire and 

influence a believer today. Pupils should 

develop an understanding of why Muhammad 

is seen as a role model to Muslims and should 

have a basic understanding of the how his 

example influences a Muslim life. The 

experiences of the life of the prophet are 

directly linked with the treatment of other 

people, in this unit this should be explored 

through acts of charity. Students should be 

able to explain the third pillar of Islam 

(Zakat) and why it is an obligatory act (one 

of the Five Pillars). 

 

In this unit pupils will explore the Church as 

a community of people inspired by the Holy 

Spirit. This should build on their prior learning 

about the beliefs, values and symbols that 

unite the worldwide Christian community and 

the importance of worship. Pupils will learn 

about what Christians mean by the Holy 

Spirit and how this might inspire Christians 

to express their beliefs and values in 



different ways. There are also opportunities 

to explore how and why creative abilities such 

as music and art might be used to express 

ideas and talents. 

Pupils should also reflect on their own unique 

skills/talents/qualities and how they use 

these.  They should recognise that these 

‘gifts’ are often inspired by someone or 

something 

KEY VOCABULARY Moses, covenant, Ten Commandments, 

Torah, Jewish 

Old Testament, God, Christian,,charity 

Sikh, Guru, leader 

 

Christian, Jesus, Messiah, disciple 

Islam, Muslim, prophet, Muhammed, 

charity, five pillars 

CYCLE B THEMES Changing Britain Brazilian Rainforests Ancient Egypt 

KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING 

Hinduism. What might a Hindu 

learn from celebrating Diwali? 

Christianity – God. How and why 

might Christians use the Bible? 

Buddhism. What are our rules? 

Christianity – Jesus. Is sacrifice 

an important part of religious 

life? 

Islam. Why do Muslims fast 

during Ramadhan? 

Christianity – The Church. What 

does ‘love your neighbour’ really 

mean? 

FOCI 

How should we live our 

lives? 

This unit gives pupils the opportunity to 

explore the story of Rama and Sita and to 

explore the theme of good overcoming evil – 

just as light overcomes darkness. Pupils 

should deepen their understanding of Hindu 

beliefs about God by learning about Rama as 

an avatar of Vishnu. They should be able to 

connect this with the Diwali theme – Rama is 

a deity and therefore represents goodness. As 

an avatar of Vishnu, it is his role to uphold 

dharma and fight evil. This is exemplified in 

the story of Rama and Sita which is 

celebrated at Diwali. Pupils should know that 

Diwali is a popular Hindu festival and be able 

to explain the deeper meaning of festival 

celebrations such as the lighting of diva 

lamps, fireworks, decorating homes with 

rangoli patterns. 

 

This unit enables pupils to examine some 

guidance that shapes daily Buddhist 

lifestyle.  The content focus is on The 

Buddha, The Dharma and The Sangha.  

Opportunities are provided to explore the 

Five Precepts and the Three Refuges 

and to consider how this might relate to 

what is of value in pupils’ lives. 

 

 

This unit investigates the person of Jesus 

through the concept of sacrifice.  This links 

to prior learning about the principle of Zakat 

in Islam and also what it means to be a 

follower of Jesus by exploring how Christians 

might try to follow the example of Jesus 

through charity and personal sacrifice.  It 

enables pupils to consider how Jesus’ 

This unit enables pupils to examine the 

structures that underpin Islamic beliefs and 

practices in greater depth. Through a study 

of Ramadhan, opportunities are provided for 

pupils to understand the key values of Islam 

of submission to Allah and service to God 

through charitable life and actions. They will 

consider the role of commitment as part of 

religious life and reflect on the wider human 

value of being committed to ideas, to self-

improvement or to other people. Pupils will 

have opportunities to think about their own 

commitments and the extent to which these 

have a positive impact on their lives. 

 

This unit investigates the Christian teaching 

of agape- a selfless love of others.  Pupils will 

explore how important messages and guidance 

can be passed on through stories and will 



This unit investigates how and why 

Christians use the Bible today and why the 

Bible is seen as a source of inspirations and 

authority by many Christians. Pupils should 

understand that the Bible I not one book but 

a collection of books, written by different 

people at different times. They should know 

that the Bible contains two main sections – 

the Old Testament (which is the Jewish 

scriptures) and the New Testament (about 

Jesus and the early Church). Pupils should 

explore the idea that the Bible has authority 

for Christians because it is ‘the Word of God’, 

but that Christians have different views 

about what this means – some take it as a 

literal truth, whereas others take the liberal 

view that it contains truths about God and 

how God wants people to live but that the 

stories themselves may not be literally true. 

 

 

sacrifices have provided a model for other 

Christians to mirror by showing agape ́ 

(selfless love for others).  They will have 

opportunities to reflect on their own values 

and on what influences their choices. 

focus on Christian teachings contained in the 

parables that Jesus told to his followers.  

They will then discover examples of how 

modern Christians show a love for their 

neighbour and reflect on what they message 

they would want to pass on to future 

generations. 

KEY VOCABULARY Hindu, Diwali, deity, Rama, Vishnu, Sita, 

festival, celebration, dive lamps, Rangoli 

patterns 

 

Christian, Bible, Old Testament, New 

Testament, God 

Buddhism, Buddhist, Buddha, Dharma, 

Sanga, Five Precepts, Three Refuges 

 

Christianity, Christian, Jesus, sacrifice, 

agape 

Isla, Muslim, Ramadhan, Allah, charity, 

commitment 

 

Christian, agape, Jesus, neighbour, 

selfless love. 

 


